
E X P E R T  L E V E L  ·  2 2 – 2 8  C L U E S

Hard Sudoku
PUZZLES 1–4

# 1   ·   H A R D

5 9
8

9 8 3 7
2 5 7 1

7 4 9
1 2 6 5

9 8 2 4
6

2 3

# 2   ·   H A R D

7 8
6 2

2 4 6 5 9
9 8 6

1 9 4
8 7 1

9 4 5 2 6
4 8

7 1

# 3   ·   H A R D

8 7 2 5 6
4 5 9 8

8
3 8 7

5 4
4 1 5

2
1 3 6 2

2 5 4 3 9

# 4   ·   H A R D

6 3
8 3 9 5 4
5 2

1 2 7
8 2

4 5 3
7 4

5 6 2 1 7
7 5

Fill every row, column and 3×3 box with 1–9. Each puzzle has exactly one solution. Solutions at the back.
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E X P E R T  L E V E L  ·  2 2 – 2 8  C L U E S

Hard Sudoku
PUZZLES 5–8

# 5   ·   H A R D

8 5
4 3 2 5

9 2 6 8
9 7 5

6 1
7 8 6
6 4 3 7

2 4 7 1
4 8

# 6   ·   H A R D

7 5 2
1 8 9 4

9
4 7 5 6

6 8 5
5 4 8 3

4
8 9 3 1

2 3 4

# 7   ·   H A R D

6 1 9 4
3

2 3 5
4 1

5 9 1 2
8 3
4 5 1

3
8 4 2 7

# 8   ·   H A R D

4 9 6
6 8
3 2 5 6

3 9 8

1 4 2
2 1 9 5

8 2
5 7 1

Fill every row, column and 3×3 box with 1–9. Each puzzle has exactly one solution. Solutions at the back.
niftyshelf.com  ·  free printable



E X P E R T  L E V E L  ·  2 2 – 2 8  C L U E S

Hard Sudoku
PUZZLES 9–12

# 9   ·   H A R D

1
3 7 9 4

8 6 7
4 7 3

1 3 9 6
3 6 8

2 6 5
6 2 8 7

9

# 1 0   ·   H A R D

8 9 2 6
1 5 8 3

7 2 4
6 2

8 1
8 6

5 6 3
2 4 9 3
9 3 5 2

# 1 1   ·   H A R D

4
7 5 9 6

1 8 3 4
2 6

4 6 3 5 8 9
2 7
7 1 9 3

9 2 4 7
7

# 1 2   ·   H A R D

6 8 1
1 7 4 8 9

8 9 3
1 6

9 3
8 5

4 8 1
8 9 6 5 2
3 9 2

Fill every row, column and 3×3 box with 1–9. Each puzzle has exactly one solution. Solutions at the back.
niftyshelf.com  ·  free printable



E X P E R T  L E V E L  ·  2 2 – 2 8  C L U E S

Hard Sudoku
PUZZLES 13–16

# 1 3   ·   H A R D

7 5 4 1
1 5 7

4 9 6
9 3 5

6 4
4 1 7

7 1 6
5 8 4
9 6 1 4

# 1 4   ·   H A R D

9
7 3 6

7 4 2 6 9 1
5 4 8
9 1

8 4 7
3 6 1 9 4 8
9 8 4

3

# 1 5   ·   H A R D

4 2 7 8
6 5
7 8 9
9 3 8 2

1 4
8 3 5 6

2 1 8
7 4

8 5 6 9

# 1 6   ·   H A R D

5 6 9 8
8 2

3 5
6 4 1 7

2 9
3 1 7 8

6 1
2 3

3 9 6 4

Fill every row, column and 3×3 box with 1–9. Each puzzle has exactly one solution. Solutions at the back.
niftyshelf.com  ·  free printable



E X P E R T  L E V E L  ·  2 2 – 2 8  C L U E S

Hard Sudoku
PUZZLES 17–20

# 1 7   ·   H A R D

7 1 8 9
5 2 7
4 5

1 8 6
2 7 3

4 2 6
7 5

8 4 1
9 5 6 4

# 1 8   ·   H A R D

8 3 6
6 8 9 7

3 5 8
9 1 3

4 5
8 2 9

4 2 7
7 9 2 6

3 8 1

# 1 9   ·   H A R D

5 9 7
6 4
1 5 6 8
5 2 3
9 8 1 5

1 5 7
4 5 6 3

7 6
6 1 7

# 2 0   ·   H A R D

4 7
7 4 9

5 6 2 8
8 6 1 3 2

5 4 8 9 7
1 9 8 3

9 5 1
3 7

Fill every row, column and 3×3 box with 1–9. Each puzzle has exactly one solution. Solutions at the back.
niftyshelf.com  ·  free printable



E X P E R T  L E V E L  ·  2 2 – 2 8  C L U E S

Hard Sudoku
PUZZLES 21–24

# 2 1   ·   H A R D

5 6
6 5 9 8
9 7 2 6

2 3 5
8 3
7 6 9
3 8 2 9

7 6 9 8
4 6

# 2 2   ·   H A R D

1 8 7 2
5 7

2 9
3 7 4 6

9 5
7 8 1 4

3 9
1 2
6 2 7 5

# 2 3   ·   H A R D

3 5 4 2
9 2 3

9
1 8 9 7

9
7 9 3 1
6

7 6 4
3 8 6 5

# 2 4   ·   H A R D

1 5 9
9 1 7

7 9 4 3
3 6

4 9 2 1
4 1

6 4 8 3
3 5 6
2 1 7

Fill every row, column and 3×3 box with 1–9. Each puzzle has exactly one solution. Solutions at the back.
niftyshelf.com  ·  free printable



Solutions

#1

5 9 8 2 3 7 1 4 6

3 7 2 4 1 6 8 5 9

4 6 1 9 8 5 2 3 7
2 5 9 7 6 8 3 1 4

6 3 7 5 4 1 9 8 2

8 1 4 3 9 2 7 6 5
9 8 3 6 2 4 5 7 1

7 2 6 1 5 3 4 9 8

1 4 5 8 7 9 6 2 3

#2

9 1 3 7 4 2 5 6 8
5 7 6 9 1 8 4 2 3

2 8 4 3 6 5 7 9 1

4 5 9 1 8 3 6 7 2

1 2 7 5 9 6 3 8 4
6 3 8 2 7 4 1 5 9

8 9 1 4 5 7 2 3 6
3 4 5 6 2 9 8 1 7

7 6 2 8 3 1 9 4 5

#3

8 7 1 9 4 2 5 6 3

2 6 4 7 5 3 9 1 8
5 3 9 6 8 1 7 2 4

3 5 6 2 9 8 4 7 1

7 1 8 5 3 4 6 9 2

9 4 2 1 7 6 3 8 5
4 8 7 3 2 9 1 5 6

1 9 3 8 6 5 2 4 7

6 2 5 4 1 7 8 3 9

#4

7 9 6 4 1 5 3 2 8

2 8 1 7 6 3 9 5 4
4 5 3 2 8 9 6 1 7

1 3 9 6 4 2 7 8 5

8 7 5 3 9 1 4 6 2
6 2 4 5 7 8 1 9 3
3 1 8 9 5 7 2 4 6

5 6 2 1 3 4 8 7 9

9 4 7 8 2 6 5 3 1

#5

3 8 5 2 7 4 6 1 9

1 6 4 3 8 9 7 2 5
9 7 2 1 6 5 8 3 4

6 9 1 7 2 3 5 4 8

4 2 8 6 5 1 9 7 3

5 3 7 4 9 8 2 6 1

8 1 6 5 4 2 3 9 7
2 4 9 8 3 7 1 5 6

7 5 3 9 1 6 4 8 2

#6

9 7 6 1 4 3 5 2 8

1 3 8 6 5 2 7 9 4
5 4 2 9 7 8 1 3 6

4 8 7 2 3 5 6 1 9

3 6 9 7 8 1 4 5 2

2 1 5 4 6 9 8 7 3
6 5 1 3 9 4 2 8 7

8 9 4 5 2 7 3 6 1
7 2 3 8 1 6 9 4 5
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Solutions

#7

6 8 3 1 9 5 4 7 2

5 4 9 3 2 7 6 1 8

1 7 2 4 8 6 3 9 5
2 9 6 7 3 8 5 4 1
7 5 4 9 6 1 8 2 3

8 3 1 2 5 4 7 6 9

4 2 5 8 7 9 1 3 6

9 6 7 5 1 3 2 8 4

3 1 8 6 4 2 9 5 7

#8

4 5 9 7 6 3 8 1 2

7 2 6 4 1 8 3 5 9

8 1 3 2 9 5 4 7 6
6 7 2 5 3 1 9 4 8
3 9 5 6 8 4 1 2 7

1 8 4 9 2 7 6 3 5

2 6 7 1 4 9 5 8 3

5 3 1 8 7 6 2 9 4

9 4 8 3 5 2 7 6 1

#9

9 7 2 8 3 4 1 5 6

1 5 3 7 9 6 8 4 2

8 4 6 5 1 2 3 7 9

6 8 5 2 4 7 9 1 3
2 1 7 3 5 9 4 6 8

3 9 4 6 8 1 5 2 7

4 2 8 1 7 3 6 9 5
5 6 1 9 2 8 7 3 4

7 3 9 4 6 5 2 8 1

#10

8 1 4 3 7 9 5 2 6
6 9 2 4 1 5 7 8 3
5 7 3 8 2 6 4 9 1

4 6 1 2 9 7 3 5 8

7 2 8 6 5 3 1 4 9

3 5 9 1 4 8 2 6 7

1 8 5 7 6 2 9 3 4

2 4 6 9 3 1 8 7 5

9 3 7 5 8 4 6 1 2

#11

8 6 5 4 3 2 9 7 1

4 3 7 1 5 9 6 8 2

9 1 2 7 8 6 3 5 4
5 9 3 8 7 4 1 2 6
1 4 6 3 2 5 8 9 7

2 7 8 9 6 1 5 4 3

7 2 1 6 9 8 4 3 5

6 5 9 2 4 3 7 1 8

3 8 4 5 1 7 2 6 9

#12

9 5 2 6 7 3 8 1 4

3 1 7 4 5 8 6 9 2

6 4 8 1 2 9 3 5 7

4 7 5 3 9 1 2 8 6
1 9 6 2 8 4 7 3 5

8 2 3 5 6 7 9 4 1

2 6 4 8 3 5 1 7 9

7 8 1 9 4 6 5 2 3

5 3 9 7 1 2 4 6 8
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Solutions

#13

6 3 2 7 9 8 5 4 1
1 5 8 2 4 3 6 9 7
7 4 9 1 6 5 2 3 8

2 9 7 4 3 6 8 1 5
3 1 6 8 5 7 4 2 9

4 8 5 9 1 2 3 7 6

8 2 4 5 7 9 1 6 3

5 7 3 6 2 1 9 8 4
9 6 1 3 8 4 7 5 2

#14

6 5 2 3 9 1 8 7 4

8 1 9 5 7 4 3 6 2

7 4 3 2 8 6 9 1 5

5 2 4 7 1 3 6 8 9

9 6 7 4 2 8 5 3 1
3 8 1 9 6 5 4 2 7
2 3 6 1 5 9 7 4 8
1 9 8 6 4 7 2 5 3

4 7 5 8 3 2 1 9 6

#15

4 2 3 7 1 8 6 9 5

6 5 9 4 2 3 8 1 7

7 1 8 9 5 6 3 4 2

9 3 6 5 8 7 4 2 1

2 7 5 1 6 4 9 8 3

1 8 4 2 3 9 7 5 6
5 9 7 6 4 2 1 3 8
8 6 2 3 9 1 5 7 4
3 4 1 8 7 5 2 6 9

#16

4 7 5 6 1 9 3 8 2

8 1 3 2 5 7 9 6 4

6 2 9 4 8 3 7 5 1

9 5 6 8 2 4 1 3 7
2 8 7 3 6 1 5 4 9
3 4 1 7 9 5 8 2 6

7 6 4 1 3 8 2 9 5

1 9 8 5 4 2 6 7 3
5 3 2 9 7 6 4 1 8

#17

2 7 1 5 8 3 9 6 4

6 5 8 2 4 9 3 7 1

9 4 3 1 6 7 2 8 5
1 9 5 8 3 6 4 2 7

4 2 6 9 7 5 1 3 8

8 3 7 4 1 2 5 9 6
7 6 4 3 2 1 8 5 9

5 8 2 6 9 4 7 1 3

3 1 9 7 5 8 6 4 2

#18

5 9 2 7 8 3 1 6 4

6 4 8 9 2 1 3 5 7
1 7 3 5 6 4 8 9 2

4 6 5 2 7 8 9 1 3
3 1 7 4 9 5 6 2 8

8 2 9 1 3 6 4 7 5

9 8 4 6 5 2 7 3 1

7 5 1 3 4 9 2 8 6
2 3 6 8 1 7 5 4 9
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Solutions

#19

5 4 2 3 8 9 7 1 6

8 6 9 4 7 1 3 2 5

3 1 7 5 6 2 9 4 8
7 5 4 2 1 8 6 9 3
6 9 8 7 4 3 1 5 2

1 2 3 6 9 5 8 7 4

4 7 1 8 5 6 2 3 9

2 8 5 9 3 7 4 6 1

9 3 6 1 2 4 5 8 7

#20

3 2 9 8 4 7 1 5 6

7 6 8 1 3 5 4 2 9
1 5 4 6 2 9 8 7 3

8 9 6 7 1 3 5 4 2
2 4 7 9 5 6 3 1 8

5 1 3 4 8 2 9 6 7
6 7 1 5 9 8 2 3 4

9 3 5 2 6 4 7 8 1
4 8 2 3 7 1 6 9 5

#21

5 4 7 6 8 9 2 1 3

1 6 2 4 5 3 9 7 8
8 9 3 1 7 2 5 6 4

2 1 4 9 3 8 6 5 7

6 8 9 5 4 7 1 3 2

3 7 5 2 6 1 8 4 9
4 3 1 8 2 6 7 9 5

7 2 6 3 9 5 4 8 1

9 5 8 7 1 4 3 2 6

#22

1 8 9 7 5 3 2 4 6

5 2 4 6 8 1 7 3 9

3 6 7 4 2 9 5 8 1

2 1 5 9 3 7 4 6 8

4 9 3 2 6 8 1 5 7

6 7 8 1 4 5 9 2 3

7 5 2 3 9 6 8 1 4

8 3 1 5 7 4 6 9 2
9 4 6 8 1 2 3 7 5

#23

3 5 7 9 1 4 6 2 8

8 9 6 2 7 3 5 1 4

4 1 2 6 8 5 3 7 9
2 4 1 5 6 8 9 3 7
5 6 3 1 9 7 4 8 2

7 8 9 3 4 2 1 5 6

6 7 8 4 5 1 2 9 3

9 2 5 7 3 6 8 4 1

1 3 4 8 2 9 7 6 5

#24

8 4 6 3 7 1 5 2 9
5 3 9 6 2 4 8 1 7
7 1 2 5 9 8 4 3 6

1 2 5 8 3 6 7 9 4

4 7 8 9 5 2 3 6 1
6 9 3 4 1 7 2 5 8

9 6 4 2 8 5 1 7 3
3 5 7 1 4 9 6 8 2

2 8 1 7 6 3 9 4 5
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